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President's Message

  

Brothers and friends,

Homecoming has come and gone, and believe it or not, the weather was actually nice this
year. Sunny skies and warm temperatures! Unfortunately, I was unable to attend, but I heard
there was a great turn out of alumni, spouses, and current chapter members. I want to give a

big thank you to all who provided food, donations, and made this year’s homecoming
another success. Check out the pictures from homecoming throughout the newsletter.

 
With Homecoming over, the alumni board will begin planning for the 2023 golf outing. This
upcoming outing is a special one, as it’s the 30th annual outing. That’s right, the 30th! We
have big plans for it and hope to see everyone there. Please mark your calendars for June

10th, 2023, at Tam O’Shanter golf course. We encourage you to reach out and bring at least
one other brother, so we can make this outing the biggest ever! More details to come, so

stay tuned.
 

I want to wish you and your family a happy holiday and look forward to seeing everyone at
the 2023 golf outing. 

 ZA Alumni President
Sky Pederson

Golf Outing 2023

Mark your calendar! Arrangements have already begun to be made for the 2023 Golf Outing
which will be held at Tam O'Shanter Golf Course on June 10, 2022 with a 9:00 am shotgun
start. This will be the 30th event held by the ZA Alumni. We also hope to plan events for
Friday June 9 for early arrivals!

The Park Inn (the hotel we typically reserve rooms) has been placed up for sale and when
reservations were made the rooms could not be guaranteed. Brother Farrar, wisely reserved
a 10 room block at the Park Inn and at the Holiday Inn Express. Both motels are in close
proximity to Tam O'Shanter and as we get closer to the outing we will be able to finalize
motel accommodations.

Whether you play golf or not, it is a great opportunity to reconnect with brothers and friends
of Zeta Alpha and we hope this year's event will be bigger and better. We plan on trying
some new things to foster a more inclusive and competitive golf event for all the golfers.



There will be more information in the newsletter scheduled for early next year.

It will be thirty-one years since Brother Chuck Boylan started the event and eventually
handed over coordinating the event to Brother Joe Suprano. With the exception of the
pandemic year the event sustained us annually until we were able to establish an Alumni
Board and re-establish the chapter. This year will be the 30th celebration of the Golf Outing.
The tradition fostered by the efforts of Brothers Boylan and Suprano are not forgotten and
greatly appreciated.

We consider the 30th event a special event and hope that each brother put the date on their
calendar and reach out to every brother they know and encourage attendance to make this
the biggest event we have ever had.

Homecoming 2022
On October 15th 2022, the Zeta Alpha Chapter of Theta Chi Fraternity welcomed Zeta Alpha
alumni, friends, and family to "The Rock" for the annual homecoming tailgate celebration.

For the first time in a long time, it was sunny and 60 degrees for the event! But we did
struggle with 25 mph winds most of the morning.

Both the Theta Chi and the USO flag identified the hospitality tent. Over 60 attendees
enjoyed the event, which also served as a fundraiser for the USO, a national fundraising
project for Theta Chi. 

The alumni board appreciates the effort put forth by the chapter to organize the event. Enjoy
the pictures below. 

Some candid photos from Homecoming 2022!





CHAPTER ETERNAL
Many years ago brothers began collecting money to commemorate the passing of Theta Chi
Brothers and Brother Joe Suprano would order commemorative bricks through the Slippery
Rock University Alumni Association. Since 2017, the Zeta Alpha Alumni Board continued that
tradition. During 2021-2022 three initiated Zeta Alpha Theta Chi Alumni passed on to the
Chapter Eternal.

The Alumni Board has a brick fund that supports the purchase of commemorative bricks. This
fund is accounted for separately from the general fund and brothers can donate to the fund.

When notified of the passing of an initiated brother of the ZA Chapter the Board collects the
information and each Spring bricks are ordered and by Homecoming the University has them
installed at the Russell Wright Alumni House.

Below are the commemorative bricks purchased and installed in 2022.



ALUMNI GROWTH RECOGNITION
Since our last newsletter, we have been able to connect with two more Zeta Alpha Alumni.

Join us in welcoming Alumni Brothers Gary Powell '76 who currently resides in Rock Hill, SC &
Russ Glissman '71 who currently resides in Toano, VA

We welcome these brothers and they have been provided website access information and
been added to the membership list.

We have one more addition but will cover that in the Chapter activities section!

HELPING HAND FUND
We are pleased to report that the Helping Hand Scholarship
Fund reached Endowment Status with the SRU Foundation in
November of 2021. The official paperwork to create the
endowment status has been executed and has created two
"buckets" for our funds. The first bucket is the "endowment"
containing the $25,000. This fund will be money that will not be
touched. The second bucket is what they will call the "interest"
account which will be the funds "over" the $25,000 in the
endowment fund. This money will be the money available for
grants for the Theta Chi Students in need and is just over
$4,000. We earned just over $600 in interest between

November 2021 and the end of June 2022. Interest is calculated on the total amount in the
endowment and interest account.

Fortunately, this past year the Foundation was able to pay 4% interest on their endowments
across the board and shares with us the caveat that percentage is not guaranteed every
year. But if we can achieve the 4% each year, we could earn at least $1,000 in interest and
help cover annual awards!

We are currently awaiting the annual report from the SRU Foundation which they will send
us from now on.

All brothers and friends who have contributed and continue to contribute to the fund
deserve our continued appreciation and thanks for their assisting hand on this project.

ITS OFFICIAL!
At the end of October, we were officially notified by the IRS that the Zeta Alpha Alumni
Chapter that it is now officially exempt from federal income tax under Internal Revenue Code
Section 501(c)(7). As long as Alumni Board files our 990N tax return each year we will be able
to maintain that status.

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

Homecoming

The Zeta Alpha Chapter wishes to express its
appreciation for the assistance given by the Alumni
Board and alumni volunteers who helped with our
tailgating activities during Homecoming 2022. We were



able to supplement the funds supplied by the Alumni
Board and made sure there were more than enough
food and beverages. Though the wind had an effect on
keeping things warm, it did not cool the brotherhood
at the event! We had a wonderful time.

It means so much to the chapter to have the alumni
work with us, interact with us and help us host
everyone at homecoming as they do at other
campuses across the country.

USO Fundraiser

Theta Chi International works with all the chapters in raising
money for the USO. Since the inception of the philanthropic
partnership nearly ten years ago Theta Chi Fraternity has
contributed a cumulative total of more than $1 million to the
United Service Organizations (USO).

At the International Convention 4,000 care packages were
prepared for members of the military by Theta Chi members
in Washington, DC.

During Homecoming activities, The Zeta Alpha Chapter
worked with friends of the chapter and created stickers and
then during tailgating collected donations and provided
stickers as "thank yous" for contributions.

This was thie first time the chapter had attempted this type
of activity and raised $203 for the USO.

The chapter is currently involved in in electronic "bingo cards" continuing their efforts in
raising funds for the USO.

Homecoming Activities



The ZA Brothers were also involved in other Homecoming related activities including teaming
up with three (3) sororities and decorating the windows of Ginger Hill Tavern downtown.
Brother Mitch is pictured with members of sororities that cooperated in the creation of their
spirit board. The chapter also submitted a float in the Homecoming Parade. President Koley's
father was gracious enough to drive the truck to pull the chapter's float.

Scholarship

The Zeta Alpha Chapter has reported that for the
Spring 2021 semester that the chapter GPA was 3.322
a 5.43% increase in GPA. It was the highest Grade
Point average of all fraternities on campus, above the
male average on campus and above the average for all

sororities and fraternities on campus and above the undergraduate average on campus! Let's
look at the numbers.

The average GPA of all undergraduate men for the Spring semester was 2.988. (+.61%)
The average GPA for all undergraduate students was 3.14. (+.29%)
The average GPA of all fraternity men was 2.911. (-1.29%)
The average GPA of all sororities and fraternities was 3.227. (-.46%)

in the fall of 2021 the numbers were as follow:

Theta Chi average GPA - 3.151
The average GPA of all undergraduate men for Fall semester was 2.97.
The average GPA for all undergraduate students was 3.131.
The average GPA for all fraternity men was 2.949.
The average GPA for all sorority and fraternities was 3.242.

Congratulations to the brothers of Zeta Alpha for continuing to place an emphasis on
academics and more importantly extending a assisting hand to those brothers in the chapter
who could use help to keep their grades up!

Iota Pledge Class Installation

On November 6, 2022 at 11:30 am the Zeta Alpha Chapter installed the Iota Pledge Class
conducting the Installation ceremony at the Smith Student Center. We welcome the newest
brothers to the Zeta Alpha Chapter and look forward to their involvement in the chapter.



As an interesting aside, Brother Mitch Wilson and
Brother Clark Wilson are members of the Zeta Alpha
Chapter but they are also biological brothers. Both had
been strongly encouraged to join a fraternity by their
father Brett Wilson, a graduate of Clarion University
and they chose Theta Chi. Because of this, Brothers
Mitch and Clark took the initiative and nominated their
father Brett to be an Alumni Initiate of the Zeta Alpha
Chapter.

He completed the appropriate paperwork, paid the fee and attended a chapter meeting to
meet the members, answered questions and after consideration and an unanimous vote of
the chapter his application was submitted to the International Office for approval.

Brett Wilson was installed as an Alumni Initiate along with the Iota pledge class on November
6 and is the newest member of the Alumni Association. We are normally familiar with a
Theta Chi legacy of a father being a Theta Chi and then his son joining like the Pennells,
McKennas and the Ayers but this is the first time in our history that brothers have recruited a
father!

We would like to welcome Brother Brett and his commitment to Theta Chi at SRU. We
promise to keep him busy!

To be honest, this is the largest collection of Wilson's in one place since the Beach Boys
performed in the SRU field house on April 21, 1974!

Big Brothers

The Zeta Alpha Chapter continues the Big Brother Little
Brother tradition and this semester was no different.
Due to deferred recruitment of freshmen as a policy
set by SRU, we were more successful than other
fraternities in fall recruitment but fell short of what
was hoped. Letters of intent have already been issued
to freshmen and enthusiastically received for the

Spring semester. Pictured here are Big Brother Billy and Little Brother Simon (from Belgium)
and Little Brother Brendan (from USA) and Big Brother Ty.

Elections

The end of the school semester is rapidly approaching with the semester ending on

https://www.setlist.fm/venue/slippery-rock-state-college-slippery-rock-pa-usa-63d3b217.html


December 5 and finals occurring December 6-10. The chapter has already opened
nominations for officers for 2023. Elections will be held on November 20, 2022.

Those elected to President, VP of Health and Safety, Marshal and Recruitment Chair will be
attending training in Indianapolis the weekend of January 6-9, 2023.

 http://www.zachapter.com

ZA Alumni Chapter of Theta Chi | 2906 N Mercer Street, New Castle, PA 16015

Unsubscribe kwkcae@websiteassist.com

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent bypatrickrussell2906@gmail.comin collaboration
with

Try email marketing for free today!

http://www.zachapter.com
http://www.constantcontact.com/legal/about-constant-contact
mailto:patrickrussell2906@gmail.com
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&nav=dfac60e3-7453-495b-a61d-44d688821f58
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&nav=dfac60e3-7453-495b-a61d-44d688821f58

	Zeta Alpha Chapter of Theta Chi Fraternity Alumni Newsletter
	Homecoming 2022
	CHAPTER ETERNAL
	ALUMNI GROWTH RECOGNITION
	HELPING HAND FUND
	ITS OFFICIAL!
	CHAPTER ACTIVITIES

