
The Rocks Rattle

Brothers of Theta Chi,

As I reflect on this past year as President of the Zeta Alpha Chapter of 
Theta Chi, I am filled with immense pride in what we have accomplished 
together. Our chapter has shown tremendous growth in many aspects 
throughout 2024. Over the past two semesters the Zeta Alpha chapter 
managed to recruit, bid, and initiate 21 new brothers, while 7 brothers 
graduated (Tyler Ross, Jack Hare, Andrew Koley, Nate Belak, Jimmy 
Brokaw-Stealey, Jacob Cubins, and Ben Sullivan). We welcomed 2 new 
pledge classes (Mu and Nu) of high quality, strong, and valuable young 
men into our brotherhood, including the largest pledge class since 2018. 
We currently are standing strong at 33 active members and are the largest 
active brotherhood since reinstalment. While strengthening our numbers, 
we also managed to earn the highest GPA (3.31) out of all fraternities for 
Spring of ’24. I truly believe Theta Chi is the strongest brotherhood on 
campus and others have started to recognize that as well. Together, we 
earned recognition from Slippery Rock University with the 2024 
Academic Excellence Award AND the 2024 Excellence in Recruitment, 
Intake, and Retention Award. These go along with receiving the 
2023/2024 Chapter Excellence Award from Theta Chi nationals that was 
given out to only 10 out of 152 active chapters. I am honored to have been 
able to call myself the president during 2024 and look forward to 
continuing our great strides in growth and leadership in 2025.

Fraternally,

Joe Hemple - President

In this edition, we shine the spotlight on John Grimm! John played a huge role in chapter 
operations last year, consistently bringing creative ideas to the table, supporting his 
brothers, and fully embracing what it means to be a Theta Chi. He was also awarded 
Ambassador of the Year for Fraternity and Sorority Life and was chosen as the Phi Sigma 
Sigma Sweetheart, all while maintaining a strong focus on his academics. Now, as the 
newly elected Vice President, John continues to build on his legacy of excellence.
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Message from Our President

Brother Spotlight - John Grimm



E-Board Elections took place and 
the newly elected officers visited 
Indianapolis for their respective 
conferences. 

President – Joe Hemple
Vice President – Matt Rybolt
Vice President of Health and 
Safety – Luke Jordan
Secretary – Johnny Grimm
Treasurer – Robbie Sloan
Marshal – Dylan Rider
Recruitment Chair – Kiran Gurung
Scholarship Chair – Lucian Dean

Keep an eye out for the confirmation 
of the Pinning Ceremony and 
Initiation Dates. The Initiation of the 
new pledges will most likely take 
place on either Sunday, April 13th or 
Sunday, April 27th with a celebration 
event held afterwards. (Dates not 
confirmed and are subject to 
change) 

During Greek Week, we were paired 
with the lovely ladies of AOII and 
brought pure competitiveness and 
unwavering sportsmanship to every 
event we competed in. After a tough 
battle, we finished in a close second 
place.

Throughout the year, we 
supported the community in 
various ways, including attending 
the Pittsburgh Buddy Walk and 
assisting with Hurricane Relief. 
We also organized multiple 
fundraising events, including Lola 
Bird and a garlic bread 
fundraiser.
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Upcoming Events

E-Board 2024

Greek WeekRecruitment

Community Service
& Fundraising

National Convention

Eric Lehman

The Rocks Rattle

Recruitment was outstanding this 
year as we welcomed a total of 21 
new brothers—7 in the spring and 
14 in the fall. This growth brought 
our chapter to 33 brothers, 
making us the largest on campus.

Hockey Boys
The brothers on the Slip Roller team 
include Grant Riley, Luke Jordan, 
Noah Frank, KJ Meek, and Robbie 
Sloan. The team had a great showing 
in the D2 Conference Championship, 
securing the title with an overtime 
goal! On top of this incredible 
achievement, brothers Grant Riley 
and Luke Jordan were selected as 
2023-2024 AA All-Stars!

This summer alumni Kevin Krepinevich, Tyler Ross, and President Joe Hemple had the 
opportunity to attend the 168th Theta Chi National Convention in New Orleans, LA. 
They had the opportunity to connect with over 500 brothers from all over the country 
and also got the chance to vote on candidates for the new International Grand 
Chapter. Alan B. Copeland (Zeta Beta/Adrian 1989) was elected as the International 
Vice President and is also an honorary member of the Zeta Alpha chapter. During the 
convention, the Zeta Alpha chapter was 1 of 10 chapters who were recognized with the 
2023/2024 Chapter Excellence Award. Brother Kevin Krepinevich received his 
Golden Guard of Theta Chi for his 50 years of service to Theta Chi. The 170th 
Anniversary celebration will be July 10-14, 2026 in San Antonio, TX.



E-Board Elections took place in 
December of 2024 and the newly 
elected officers visited Indianapolis 
for their respective conferences.

President – Joe Hemple
Vice President – John Grimm
Vice President of Health and 
Safety – Noah Frank
Secretary – Dylan Rider
Treasurer – Oliver Sanvicente
Marshal – Aiden Takach
Recruitment Chair – Caleb Hankee
Scholarship Chair – Jake Levy

After the E-Board attended their 
respective conferences, they were 
stranded in Spiceland, Indiana for 
more than 10 hours due to a 
mechanical issue. The new E-Board 
had plenty of time to strengthn their 
brotherhood together. Thankfully, 
they were eventually able to contact 
an emergency mechanic and arrive 
safely back home in Slippery Rock 
around 4 a.m.
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E-Board Stranded

E-Board 2025

We will be reactivating the Zeta 
Alpha Facebook page! Stay up to 
date with what the chapter is doing 
by following the socials below:

Instagram: @thetachisru
Facebook: @Theta Chi Fraternity - 
Slippery Rock University
TikTok: thetachisru

Social MediaChair Positions

IFC Positions

Eric Lehman
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This past week, the brothers not 
on the E-Board were given the 
opportunity to interview for newly 
appointed chair positions.

Congratulations to the following:

Philanthropy – Nathan Solomon
Fundraising – Nathan Waugman
Community Service – Thuta Thun
Social Media – Cole Clary
Special Events – Jake Levy
Socials – Matthew Rybolt
Chaplain – Grant Riley (Spring) /                      
Mark Rose (Fall)

In Closing
Thank you for taking the time to stay 
up to date with the chapter and for 
being involved in everything we are 
working on. We had one of our best 
years yet and plan to continue our 
excellence, building on what we've 
already accomplished.

For any questions, concerns, or 
inquiries please contact our advisor 
Eric Lehman -- Information can be 
found on bottom left of the 
newsletter

Theta Chi finally has 
representation on the IFC!! 
Numerous brothers applied for 
many positions on the board and 
two were selected!

Congratulations to the following:

VP Of Recruitment - John Grimm
VP Of Education - Thomas Cadle


